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THE M ISSION TRIP EXPERIENCE  

 

One thing for sure; your life will never be the same.  Over and over again, people returning from 

a mission trip have said what a life changing experience it is. 

WHY SHOULD ANYONE GO ON A MISSION TRIP ? 
Because Jesus commanded it ï Jesus said, ñGo and make disciples of all nationsò (Matthew 

28:19).  Everyone can and should ñgoò to someone somewhere with the gospel ï whether by 

mail, phone, or maybe even in person!  Andé those who canôt go should send. 

To make a difference in peopleôs lives ï In traveling to a third world country, youôll meet 

people who have never heard the name Jesus or seen a white person for that matter.  Your 

presence and love will strengthen and encourage children and adults alike.  Just a smile while 

passing through a village can communicate hope and joy. 

Because it will change your life forever! ï Youôll enjoy fellowshipping with the rest of the 

team, the BCI Staff, social workers and partner church leaders.  Youôll experience sights and 

sounds of another part of the world, the presence and power of Godôs Spirit that is universal and 

the enthusiasm and passion of mission work ï all guaranteed to give you renewed spiritual vigor. 

WHAT TO EXPECT ? 
In traveling to a third-world country, so you can expect a long plane ride, simple hotels/rooms, 

and safe but simple meals.  We wonôt be able to afford you all of the comforts of home and it 

maybe a little tough at times, but you will be safe and come away with hours of experiences to 

share when you return. 

Our staff, experienced in third-world travel, 

will be with you the whole time and serve as 

your guides while on your trip.  Throughout 

your visit, you will experience the hospitality 

of the poor, learn about their social and 

economic realities, and be inspired by 

peopleôs simple faith. You will never forget 

their faces, their love, or their gratitude; and 

if you're not careful the children will steal 

your heart forever! 

Without a doubt, you will return home more 

grateful than ever for America é for your 

own Christian heritage é and for the life-

changing adventure you will have had 

because you, too, heard and answered the 

Call. 
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GETTING STARTED  

 
1. Check list for Passport 

  ____ I have a valid passport. 

  ____ My passport has at least 3 blank pages for visa purposes. 

  ____ My passport doesnôt expire for at least 6 months from departure date. 

   If all 3 are not checked, it is imperative that you begin the process for a new passport. 

  (See Passport Information below.) 

2. Obtain a Visa to enter Ethiopia [OPTIONAL for U.S. and Canadian passport holders].  

U.S. and Canadian passport holders can get a Visa upon arrival in Ethiopia.  This is our 

recommendation.  Otherwise, you can obtain your Visa prior to departure to minimize 

time upon arrival in Ethiopia.  (See Visa Information on page 3.)   

3. Complete and mail an application with the $40 application fee and a copy of your 

passport (if available). http://blessingthechildren.org/Forms/BCI_Missions_Application.pdf 

4. Upon receipt of your application, you will be contacted to make flight arrangements.  

Your tickets will be sent to you along with a special letter authorizing your Missionary 

Fares.  You must keep the letter with you at all times during your travel.  The cost of your 

trip includes the cost of your airline tickets from a major U.S. City.   

Please remember that on trips like this, the operative word is ñflexibility.ò  We are committed to 

you having a great experience whether this is your first or fifteenth missionsô trip.  We will do 

everything possible to reach that goal.  In response, we ask that you be as flexible as possible in 

working with us. 

 PASSPORT INFORMATION  

Obtaining a passport can take up to 25 working days so plan accordingly.  If you do not have a 

valid passport as defined in the previous section, you will need to pick up an application from 

your post office (main branch) and make sure you have the following: 

 Proof of U.S. citizenship (previous passport or certified birth certificate) 

 Proof of identity (Picture I.D. like your driverôs license) 

 Application fee is from $60-$90 (including photos that you will need to have taken) 

For complete detailed information, please see:  http://travel.state.gov 

SPECIAL NOTE 

For a small fee, Travel Documents Systems (TDS) located in Washington D.C. will assist you in 

obtaining or updating your passport.  TDS can be reached at:  

Phone ï (800) 874-5100 toll free 

Website ï http://www.traveldocs.com  

Email ï info@traveldocs.com 

http://blessingthechildren.org/Forms/BCI_Missions_Application.pdf
http://travel.state.gov/
http://www.traveldocs.com/
mailto:info@traveldocs.com
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VISA INFORMATION  

You will need a Visa to enter Ethiopia.  American and Canadian passport holders can get this 

upon arrival in Ethiopia.  This is our recommendation when possible.  Otherwise, you can apply 

to your local Ethiopian Embassy for a Visa prior to your departure.  Visa options are: 

Upon Arrival ï a 90 day Visa that will cost $20 USD. 

Prior to departure 2-year Visa ï a multiple entry Visa for two years and costs $70.   

Prior to departure 90-day Visa ï a single entry Visa for 90 days and costs $40.   

If you choose to send to your passport to a local Ethiopian Embassy for a Visa prior to departure, 

you will need to send in the following: 

1. A valid U.S. passport. 

2. A completed and signed visa application form, available here: 

http://www.ethiopianembassy.org/pdf/Visa%20Application%20form.pdf  

3. One passport-type color photograph (available at most drug stores or AAA). 

4. Copy of round trip airline ticket or itinerary (printed email copy is fine). 

See http://www.ethiopianembassy.org/services/visa.shtml for more information.   

When filling out the Visa application for a 2-year-visa, please be sure to use the following: 

  Place of Request: ñWash DC, USAò ï Visa Type: ñTouristò ï Duration: ò730 daysò 

  Entries: ñMultipleò, Number of Supporting Documents: ñTwoò.   

When filling out the Visa application for a 90-day-visa, please be sure to use the following: 

  Place of Request: ñWash DC, USAò ï Visa Type: ñTouristò ï Duration: ò90 daysò 

  Entries: ñSingleò, Number of Supporting Documents: ñTwoò.   

You may send your passport directly to the Embassy of Ethiopia in Washington, D.C. or for an 

additional fee of approximately $30, Travel Documents Systems (TDS) can assist you in 

obtaining your visa.  (TDS contact information can be found on bottom of page 2.) 

TRIP COST 

Trip cost varies based on the season, purpose and destination of the trip.  You may pay your trip 

cost is full upon your acceptance, or you may spread the cost over three months as follows: 

 1/3 due four months prior to departure date 

 1/3 due three months prior to departure date 

 1/3 due two month prior to departure date 

The trip cost includes roundtrip airfare from a major U.S. city.  Other included expenses are: 

 Transportation:  Airfare, ground transportation, taxies and shuttles 

 Hotel and sleeping accommodations at our destination 

 All meals and bottled water at our destination 

 Translators, taxes and tips  

Some examples of expenses not included are; passport, visa, vaccinations, medications and 

spending money.  These expenses are the responsibility of the individual traveler. 

All meals are provided in Ethiopia upon arrival, but you may want to bring enough money for a 

meal during any possible layovers in route to and from Ethiopia.  Snacks are always a good idea.  

Be sure to bring sufficient funds to cover incidentals like spending money, gifts, souvenirs, 

snacks, and giving to the poor (as you may be led), etc.   

http://www.ethiopianembassy.org/pdf/Visa%20Application%20form.pdf
http://www.ethiopianembassy.org/services/visa.shtml
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M ISSION TRIP PAYMENT PROCESS 

REGISTRATION PROCESS 

The registration process starts with the submission of the application (with Application Fee of 

$40).  Upon receipt, references are checked and if the applicant is accepted, and Approval Letter 

is mailed along with payment coupons.  The registration process is completed by the applicant 

making their First Payment, at which time the applicantôs position on that team is secure.  Prior 

to receiving the First Payment, their position is not secured; positions on teams are filled on a 

first-come basis.   

First payment ï Due 4 months prior to departure date.  If that date is past at the time the 

application is approved, then it is due within 7 days from the date of the acceptance letter.  

If first payment is late, a Late Registration Fee ($100) is added to the trip price. 

 

TICKETING PROCESS 

Upon receipt of the Second Payment, BCI will book airline tickets and confirm the itinerary with 

the missionary/team member before ticketing.       
Second Payment ï Due 3 months prior to departure date.  If that date is past at the time 

the application is approved, then it is due with the first payment within 7 days from the 

date of the acceptance letter.  If the second payment is late, a Late Booking Fee ($100) is 

added to the trip price PLUS any additional cost in airfare.  

 

PRE-DEPARTURE PROCESS  

A Pre-Trip Kit is mailed 3-4 weeks prior to departure, containing; a booklet of last-minute 

instructions, a shirt, airline tickets (receipt if e-tickets), and travel letter.  The Pre-Trip Kit cannot 

be sent until all trip payments and late fees are paid in full.   

Third (final) Payment ï Due 2 months prior to departure date.  If that date is past at the 

time the application is approved, then full trip payment is due within 7 days from the date 

of the acceptance letter.  If full payment is not received by the due date, a Late Payment 

Fee ($100) will be added to the trip price.  The final payment cutoff date is five weeks 

prior to departure date or the trip will be cancelled and need to be rescheduled.  

We make every effort to accommodate applicants.  The above process is a guideline and though 

due dates may have past, you are welcome to apply anytime up to the departure of a trip. 

SPECIAL NOTE 

Published prices listed on the Mission Trip Flyer, located here: 

(http://blessingthechildren.org/Forms/Mission_Trips.pdf) are discounted group prices (5% 

discount), available for published trips (people arriving with or departing with a team) and to 

custom groups of 10 or more.  Individuals and teams of less than ten members are subject to 

regular pricing. 

 

http://blessingthechildren.org/Forms/Mission_Trips.pdf
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HEALTH &  MEDICAL  

It is recommended that you seek medical advice concerning vaccinations at least six weeks prior 

to travel.  Some vaccinations require an initial shot followed by a booster, and some vaccinations 

should not be given together.  Each traveler should discuss his/her own personal health history 

and vaccinations with a health care professional. 

Be sure to pack any prescription medications and bring a small amount of medical supplies with 

you, such as pain relievers, cold medications, anti-diarrhea tablets, and Band-Aids. 

More info at: Travel MD: http://travelmd.com/ 

    Center for Disease Control: http://www.cdc.gov/travel/eafrica.htm 

While in Ethiopia, there is access to a hospital right in Debre Zeyit.  We are located just an hour 

drive from Addis Ababa, if there should be an emergency, you would have access to the best 

medical care Ethiopia has to offer. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

LUGGAGE ALLOWANCE  

Two 50 pound suitcases can be checked and youôre allowed one carry-on bag along with a 

backpack, purse or computer bag.  You can increase the weight of the two checked bags to 70 

pounds each, usually for about a $25 per bag fee.  Sometime gate agents will not charge you if 

they know it is for humanitarian work.  It is not a bad deal in light of extra checked bags costing 

$180 each.  Please review the sample packing list later in this booklet. 

APPLICATION PROCESSING AND DEADLINES  

Applications are due 120 days prior to the departure date.  For applications received after that 

date, we will do all we can to make your trip happen, but travel arrangements become 

increasingly more difficult closer to their trip departure.   

We advise that you send in your application as soon as you have made your decision to go.  Your 

trip cost may be affected by a late application, due to the change in airfare availability.  

ACCOMMODATIONS  

Hotel accommodations are based on double occupancy when used.  When staying at the ministry 

guest houses, your accommodations will be single beds in clean rooms.  Two to four guests may 

share a room in guest houses.   

WHAT CLOTH ES TO BRING  

The weather is warm during the day and cool in the evening.  There are two seasons:  rainy and 

dry.  The rainy season is from May through September.   

If you are coming during the rainy season you may want to bring rain gear, and some warmer 

clothing. Walking shoes are essential.  Casual dress is acceptable most of the time, even jeans.  

You may wish to bring a nicer outfit or two, in case you are invited to speak in a local church. 

http://travelmd.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/travel/eafrica.htm
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FOOD AND DRINK  

It is recommended that you not drink tap water 

unless you have been told it is safe to drink by 

our staff in Ethiopia.   

Avoid eating fresh vegetables and fruits that 

may have been washed or prepared with tap 

water (food prepared by our staff and served in 

our guest house is safe to eat).   

Drink sodas only from bottles or cans and avoid 

drinks served with ice or prepared with tap 

water.  If in doubt ï please ask.  

LANGUAGE  

All BCI staff, many church leaders and quite a few of the children speak English.   

Ethiopia ï There are over 90 different languages spoken by the different people groups.  The 

national language of Ethiopia is Amharic, and is unique to Ethiopia.  The children coming into 

our program will generally speak Amharic or Oromo as their native language.  Of course we are 

striving to see everyone of them learn English. 

MONEY MATTERS  

How much to bring?  That can seriously differ from person to person.  Some bring a little more 

than $100 and return with most of it, while others have brought thousands of dollars and come 

back empty handed.  There is no shortage of need, and 

if you have the means, then feel free to be as generous 

as you may. 

EXCHANGE RATE  

Ethiopia uses the Ethiopian birr, which is currently 

worth about 10 cents in US dollars.  So for every $1 

US, you will receive about 10 Ethiopian birr.   

There are exchange bureaus/banks in Addis Ababa, 

but no banks exchange foreign currency in Debre 

Zeyit.  Your team leader can exchange money for you 

anytime during your stay.   

Travelers checks are generally not accepted in 

Ethiopia.  Neither are credit cards (except at a two 

hotels in Addis), so you will want to bring cash.  
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M INISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  

There are many opportunities to help and minister during trips to Ethiopia. Whether youôre a 

childrenôs worker, evangelist, teacher, medial professional, dentist or just someone wanting to 

lend their help, you will return with a new sense of purpose and meaning.  If you can hold a 

child, witness, teach or care for the poor, or like to work on maintenance projects then you have 

a place in this trip. 

TEACHING  IN OUR SCHOOL  

We can arrange class time in the school or meetings with 

teaching staff.  Be aware that class sizes and the 

availability of teaching resources are quite different in a 

third world culture, from what you may be accustomed 

to in America.  

We also need people to teach English, help children with 

their home work, and to coordinate activity days with the 

children. 

 

MEDICAL &  DENTAL CARE 

We need medical and dental personnel to provide medical 

checkups for the children and to help in local clinics and 

hospitals.  Medical supplies and instruments are limited and 

antiquated, and there are few dental facilities.  Please bring 

as much as possible in the way of supplies and tools.  There 

is a pretty well developed system of pharmacies so 

medication is generally available.   

While medications are VERY inexpensive, it is not free.  

Most patients will not be able to afford what may be 

prescribed.  If you can bring financial resources to help, it 

would make all the difference.   

 

CHILDRENôS M INISTRIES  

Working with the children will bless both you and the 

children.  Talking to the children, answering their questions, 

working with them on planned activities or programs are all 

great ministry opportunities.  In addition, you could plan a 

special childrenôs activity for the community or for all 

children in partner churches.   

Itôs a wonderful opportunity to impact many children and 

families for Christ.  We need people who will bring ideas, 

activities and resources.  Even the simplest of things can be 

exciting for children living in third-world countries. 
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CHILD SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES  

If you are sponsoring a child, you will have a wonderful opportunity to spend quality time 

getting to know and loving your sponsored children. 

If you are not currently sponsoring a child, perhaps God will move on your heart while in 

Ethiopia, making one of the children very special to you.  It is really great for a child to be able 

to actually know their sponsor.  Many children never get to meet the person who is taking care of 

them and providing their support, making it possible for them to be so well taken care of. 

GIVING TO THE POOR  

We work with local churches in the area to identify 

some of the poorest families in the area.  There will be 

opportunities to work with local leaders in purchasing 

necessities and food staples, to hand deliver to these 

people.  Of course you will need to bring your own 

funds, but a little goes a long way when you are 

blessing people who are so poor and have almost 

nothing. 

 

When purchasing the threshing floor  

to build an altar, David wrote,  

ñI will not sacrifice to the LORD my God  

burnt offerings that cost me nothing.ò 

 

 

OTHER IDEAS 

There are so many opportunities to give of your time and talent on a mission trip.  If you feel 

more comfortable working with your hands, there are many opportunities to work on 

construction of the school, churches, widowôs houses in the community and such.  We are 

looking to accommodate whatever mission opportunity you feel led to provide.  Individual 

ministry requests should be coordinated through our mission office.  Feel free to give us a call 

and discuss your ideas. 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

Feel free to contact our staff at 888-269-2719 (toll free) for additional questions or information. 

SAMPLE ITINERARY  

For your review, a sample itinerary is provided on the two following pages.  A specific itinerary 

will be sent to you during the weeks prior to departure that will reflect the talent and interests of 

your particular team, purpose and destination.   
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