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THE MISSION TRIP EXPERIENCE

One thing for sure; yodife will never be the same. Over and over again, people returning from
a mission trip have said what a life changing experience it is.

WHY SHOULD ANYONE GO ON A MISSION TRIP ?
Because Jesus commandeditJ esus said, fAGo and ifMatthew di sci pl
2819) Everyone can and should Agoo iwhetlteoymeone so
mail, phone, or maybe evenperson'!Andé t hose who canét go shoul

To make a difference inp e o p | e BIs traVeling teasthird world country, yo 6 | | me et
people who have never heard the name Jesus or seen a white person for tha¥ matter.
presencend lovewill strengthen and encouraghkildren and adults alikeJust a smile while
passing through a village can communicate hope and joy.

Becaue it will change your life forever!i Yo u 6 | | e nj o ywitliteelrdstoftte h i ppi ng
team the BCI Staff, social workers and partner church leadéosidl experiencesights and

sounds of another part of the worldep r e s ence and p ohatésuniversalaBdo d 6 s S
the enthusiasm and passimimmissionwork i all guaranteed to give you renewed spirituigbr.

WHAT TO EXPECT ?
In traveling to ahird-world country, so you can expect a long plane ride, simplediaieins
andsafe busimple mealsWe wonét be able to afford you all
maybe a little tough at times, but you will be safe and come away with hours of experiences to
share when you return.

Our staff, experiencedh third-world travel,
will be with you the whole time argkrve as
your guideswhile on your trip. Throughout
your visit, you will experience the hospitality
of the poor, learn about their social and
economic realities, and be inspired by

p e o pdimplé faith. You will never forget
thar faces, their love, or their gratitude; and
if you're not careful the children will steal
your heart forever!

Without a doubt, you will return home more
grateful than ever for Ar
own Christian her-itage €
changing adventeryou will have had

because you, too, heard and answéned

Call.
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GETTING STARTED

1. Checklist for Passport
| have a valid passport.

My passport has at least 3 blank pages for visa purposes.
My passport doeshexpirefor at least 6 months from departutate.

If all 3 are not checked, it is imperative that yagin the proces®r anew passport
(See Passport Informatidoelow.)

2. ObtainaVisa toenter Ethiopid OPTIONAL for U.S. and Canadian passport holders]
U.S.and Canadian passport holders can get a Visa upon arrival in Ethiopia. This is our
recommendation. Otherwise, you can obtain your Visa pridepartireto minimize
time uponarrival in Ethiopia. (See Visa Information on page 3.)

3. Complete and madn applicationwith the $40 application fegnd a copy of your
passport (if availablehttp://blessingthechildren.org/Forms/BCl_Missions_Application.pdf

4. Upon receipt of youapplication, you will be contacted toake flight arrangements.
Your tickets will besentto you along with a special letter authorizing your Missionary
Fares. You must keep the letter with you at all times during your trahelcost of your
trip includesthe cost of your airline tickets from a majorSUCity.

Pleasee me mber t hat on tri ps flexibdity. Wharescommittetie o per a
you having a great experience whet herdot his i s
everything possible to reach that goal. In response, we ask that you be as flexible as possible in
working with us.

PASSPORTINFORMATION

Obtaining a passport can take up to 25 working days so plan accordingly. If you do not have a
valid passport asdfined in the previous section, you will neegick up an applicatiofrom
your post office (main brancland make sure you have the following:

e Proof of U.S. citizenship (previous passpanrtertified birth certificate)
e Proof of identity Picture I.LD.li ke your d)fi verds | icense

e Application fee is from $6&90 (including photos that you will need to have taken)
Forcomplete detailed information, pleasee http://travel.state.gov

SPECIAL NOTE
For a small fee, fiavel Documents Systems (TDS) located in Washington D.C. will assist y
obtaining or updating your passport. TDS can be reached at:

Phonei (800) 8745100 toll free
Websitdg http://www.traveldocs.com
Emaili info@traveldocs.com
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VISA INFORMATION

You will need aVisato enterEthiopia American and Canadian passport holders can get this
upon arrival in Ethiopia. This is our recommendation when possible. Otheyaisean apply
to your local Ethiopian Embassy for a Visa prior to your departure. Visa options are:

Upon Arrival T a 90 day Visa that will cost $20 USD.
Prior to departure 2-year Visai a multiple entryWisa fortwo years and cosg&v0.
Prior to departure 90-day Visai asingle entryisafor 90 days and cos§0.

If you choose to send to your passport to a local Ethiopian Embassy for a Visa prior to departure,
you will needto send irthe following:

1. Avalid U.S. passport
2. A completd and signedisaapplication form available here:
http://www.ethiopianembassy.org/pdf/Visa%20Application%20form.pdf
3. One passpottype color photographavailable at most drug stores or AAA)
4. Copy of round trip airline ticket or itinerafprinted email copy is fine)
Seehttp://www.ethiopianembassy.org/services/visa.slitmimore information.

When filling out theVisaapplicdion for a2-yearvisa,please be sure to utee following
Place of Requesitiwash DC, USA T Visa Type fiTouristdo i Duration 0730day®
Entries fiMultipled, Number of Supporting DocumenfsTwoo.

When filling out the Visa application for &0-day-visa, please be sure to use the following:
Place of Requesiiwash DC, USA T Visa Type:fiTouristo i Duration:090 day®
Entries:fiSingled, Number of Supporting Documenfsiwoo.

You may sengour passport directly to tHembassy of Ethiopia idVashington, D.Cor for an
additional fee of approximately $30ravel Documents Systems (TDS) can assist you in
obtaining your visa(TDS contact information can be found on bottom of page 2.)

TRIP COST

Trip costvariesbased onhte seasorpurposeand destinationf the trip You may pay your trip
cost is fullupon youracceptance, or you may spread the cost ttweemonths as follows:

e 1/3duefour monthsprior to departure date
e 1/3duethreemonthsprior to departure date
e 1/3duetwo monthprior to departure date

Thetrip cost include roundtrip airfare from a major US. city. Other included expenses are
e Transportation: Airfare, groundansportationtaxiesand shuttle
e Hoteland sleeping accommodations at our destination
e All meals andottledwaterat our destination
e Translatorstaxes and tips
Some examples @xpenses not included amassportvisa vaccinationsmedicationsand
spending money These expenses are tesponsibility of the individual traveler.

All meds areprovidedin Ethiopia upon arrival, but you may want to bring enough money for a
meal during any possible layovers in rout@amnal fromEthiopia. Snacks are always a good idea
Be sure to bring sufficient funds to cover incidentals like spendingesngifts, souvenirs
shacksandgiving to the poor (as you ay be led) etc.
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M ISSION TRIP PAYMENT PROCESS

REGISTRATION PROCESS

The registration process starts with the submission of the application (with Application Fee of

$40). Upon receipt, references are checked and if the applicant is accept&ppanwal Letter

is mailed along with payment coupons. The registration psasempleted by the applicant

making theirFirst Paymentat whi ch ti me the applicantds posi
to receiving thd-irst Paymenttheir position is not secured; positions on teams are filled on a
first-come basis.

First paymenti Due 4 months prior to departure date. If that date is past at the time the
application is approved, then it is due within 7 days from the date of the acceptance letter.
If first payment is late, Aate Registration Feg100) is added to the trigrice.

TICKETING PROCESS

Upon receipt of th&econd PaymenBCI will book airline tickets and confirm the itinerary with
the missionary/team member before ticketing.

Second Paymeni Due 3 months prior to departure date. If that date is pas¢ &éitte

the application is approved, then it is due with the first payment within 7 days from the
date of the acceptance letter. If the second payment is ledée 8ooking Feé$100) is
added to the trip price PLUS any additional cost in airfare.

PRE-DEPARTURE PROCESS

A Pre-Trip Kit is mailed 34 weeks prior to departure, containing; a booklet ofriasiute
instructions, a shirt, airline tickets (receipt ifiekets), and travel letter. Th&re-Trip Kit cannot
be sent until all trip payments arate fees are paid in full.

Third (final) Payment i Due 2 months prior to departure date. If that date is past at the
time the application is approved, then full trip payment is due within 7 days from the date
of the acceptance letter. If full paymestiot received by the due datd,ate Payment
Fee($100) will be added to the trip price. The final payment cutoff date is five weeks
prior to departure date or the trip will be cancelled and need to be rescheduled.

We makeevery effort to accommodate applicants. The above process is a guideline and though
due dates may have past, you are welcome to apply anytime up to the departure of a trip.

SPECIAL NOTE

Published pricedisted on the Mission Trip Flyer, located here:
(http://blessingthechildren.org/Forms/Mission_Trips)paife discounted group prices (5%
discount), available for published trips (peopkeiang with or departing with a team) and to
custom groups of 10 or more. Individuals and teams of less than ten members are subjec
regular pricing.
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HEALTH & MEDICAL

It is recommended that you seek medical advice concerninghatioos at least six weeks prior

to travel. Some vaccinations require an initial shot followed by a booster, and some vaccinations
should not be given togetheEach traveler should discuss his/her own personal health history

and vaccinations with a hifacare professional.

Be sure to pack any prescription medications anmgla small amount of medical supplies with
you, such as pain relievers, cold medicatiami-diarrhea tablets, and Badds.

Moreinfo at Travel MD: http://travelmd.com/
Center for Disease Controhttp://www.cdc.gov/travel/eafrica.htm

While in Ethiopia, there is access to a hospital right in Debre Zeyit. We are located just an hour
drive from Addis Ababa, if there should be an emergency, you would have access to the best
medical care Ethiopia has to offer.

GENERAL |NFORMATION

L UGGAGE ALLOWANCE

Two 50 pound suitcases can be checked and yoe a dné aanmyendag along with a
backpack, purse or computer bafou can increase the weight of the two checked bags to 70
pounds eaclusually for about &25 per bagee. Sometime gate agents will not charge you if
they know it is for humanitarian workt is not a bad deal in light of extra checked bags costing
$180 each.Please reviewhe sample packing lidater in this booklet

APPLICATION PROCESSING AND DEADLINES

Applications are du&20 daysprior to the departure dat&or applications receideafter that
date, we will do all we can to make your trip happen, but travel arrangements become
increasingly more difficult closdo their trip departure.

We advise that you send in your application as soon as you have made your decisiondorgo.
trip costmay be affected by a late application, due to the change in airfare availability

ACCOMMODATIONS

Hotel a&acommodations are based double occupancyhen used. When stayirg the ministry
guest houseyour accommodations will be single bedsliean rooms.Two to four guestanay
sharearoom inguesthouses

WHAT CLOTH ES TOBRING

The weathersawarm during the day and cool in the evening. There are two seasons: rainy and
dry. The rainy season is from May through September.

If you are conng during the rainy season you may want to bring rain, gea some warmer
clothing Walking shoes are essenti&@asual dress is acceptabiest of the time, even jeans.
You may wish to bring a nicer outfit or two, in case you are invited to speak in a local.church
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FOOD AND DRINK

It is re@mmended that you not drink ta@ter
unless you have been told it is safe to drink b
our staffin Ethiopia

Avoid eating fresh vegetables and fruits that
may have been washed or prepangth tap
water(food prepared bypur staff and served in
our guest housis safe to eat

Drink sodas only from bottles or caasd aoid B
drinks served with ice orrppared with tap
water. If in doubi pleaseask.

L ANGUAGE

All BCI staff, many church leaders and quite a few of the childpmak English.

Ethiopia T There are over 90 different languages spoken by the different people groups. The
national language of Ethiopia is Amharic, and is unique to Ethiofha. children coming into

our program will generallgpeakAmharic or Oromo as their native language. c@irse we are
striving to see everyone of them learn English

MONEY MATTERS

How much to bring? That can seriously differ from person to person. Some bring a little more
than $100 and return with most of it, while others hawaight thousands of dolleand come

back empty handed. There is no shortage of need, and
if you have the means, then feel free to be as generous
as you may.

EXCHANGE RATE
Ethiopia uses the Ethiopian birr, which is currently
worth about 0 cents in US dollars. So for every $1
US, you will receiveabout10 Ethiopian birr.

There are exchange bureaus/bank&ddis Ababa,

but no bankexchangdoreign currency in Debre

Zeyit. Your team leader can exchange money for you
anytime during youstay.

- Travelers checks are generally not accepted in
Ethiopia. Neither areredit cardgexcept at awo
hotels in Addi$, soyou will want tobring cash.
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

There are many opportunities to help and minister duringttrip Et hi opi a. Whet her
chil drenbés worker, evangelist, teacher, media
lend their help, you will return with a new sense of purpose and medhiymu can hold a

child, witness, tedtor care for th poor, olike to work on maintenance projects then you have

a place in this trip.

TEACHING IN OUR SCHOOL

We can arange class time in trsehoolor meetings with
teaching staff Be aware that class sizes ahd t
availability of eaching resources araitg different ina
third world culture, fom what you may be accustomed
to in America.

We also need people to teach English, help children
their home work, and to coordinate activity days with
children.

MEDICAL & DENTAL CARE

We neednedical and dental personnel poovide medical
checkups for the childresnd to help in local clinics and
hospitals Medical supplies and instruments are limited and
antiquated, and there amv dental facilities. Please bring
as much as possible in the wafysupplies and tools. There
is a pretty well developed system of pharmacies so
medication is generally available.

While medications are VERY inexpensive, it is not free.
Most patients will not be able to afford what may be
prescribed. If you can g financial resources to help, it
would make all the difference.

CHILDREN 8 MINISTRIES

Working with the children will bless both you and the
children. Talking to the children, answering their questions,
working with them on planned acti\@sor progans are all
great ministry opportunitiesin addition, you could plan a
special childrendés ordaralli vit
children in partner churches

| t Gvendeaful opportunity to impact marhildren and
families forChrist. We need people who will bring ideas,
activities and resourcegven the simplest of thingan be
exdting for children living inthird-world countries
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CHILD SPONSOROPPORTUNITIES

If you are sponsamg a child you will have a wonderful opportunity tgpend quality time
getting to know and lovingour sponsored children.

If you are not currently sponsoring a child, perhaps God will move on your heartinwhile

Ethiopig making one of the children very special to you. ltis really great for a child &blee

to actually know their sponsor. Many children never get to meet the person who is taking care of
them and providing their support, making it possible for them soheell taken care of

GIVING TO THE POOR

We work with local churches the aredo identify
some of the poorest families in taeea There will be
opportunities to work with local leaders in purchasing
necessities and food staples, to hand deliver to these
people. Of course you wilneed to bring your own
funds, but dittle goes adng way when yoare
blessing people who are so poor and have almost
nothing

When purchasing the threshing floor
to build an altar, David wrote,
Al wi || not sacrifice
burnt offerings that

OTHER | DEAS

There are so many opportunities to give of your time and tafeatmission trip.If you feel

more comfortable working with your hands, there are many opportunities to work on
construction of the school, churchWeae wi dowods
looking to accommodate whatever mission opportunity you feel led to provideidual

ministry requests should be coordinated through our mission offieel. free to give us a call

and discuss your ideas.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Feel free to cotactour staff ai888-269-2719 (toll free)for additionalquestions or information.

SAMPLE | TINERARY

For your review, a sample itinerary is provided on the two following pages. A specific itinerary
will be sent to you during the weeks prior to departhat will reflect the talent and interests of
your particular team, purpose and destination.
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